INTRODUCTION

—

As a resident of Mittimatalik (Pond Inlet) all my life, | have been noticing changes in
weather, sea ice, marine mammals, land wildlife, and fish. My e:g?:rience at Nunavut
Arctic College’s Environmental Technology Program (2012) made me question wha

| see out there (my observations) and it made me realize that there is some chan

that we cannot tell just by our “naked” eye and that we, as Inuit, need to seek more to
find out the unnoticeable things impacting our environment. As Inuit, country food is
our main resource all year round and we espﬁnally need to know if the animals that
we hunt or fish are being affected. There is a need for moreiint inuit to do the testing of
our food in the North, the scientific way, in order to find out. e %

| wanted to start my own research project on arctic char and seals, to find out if

they are being affected not only by “climate change” but also by human activities.

There is especially more:and more ships passing through in front of our my%

and going to the iron are mine port in Milne Inlet which, on its own, is likely alrea :
affecting marine mammals and arctic char. Through the oceans, the Arctic is also -y
connected to all other regions of the world and can carry and bank contaminants

that can be abso by w'!:life ﬁ Inuit.
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Figure 3- These indicate when and where we harvest the sealsand indicate the gender.

DISCUSSION

iBrging to us inuit, the ish'that we get from different lakes around Pond Inlet are safe
o eat. Our results alh::wed nfirm that the mercury concentrations in fish are about
three ower than L the Hea {: il C.-' 1 lGU'dE‘llﬂE'S (0.5 ugfg} - .
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ey he1ess accnrdmg to our research, lugtu is still a concern for us because it hadsw
= highest concentration of mercury. & ause of itSpreximity to the port, it raises
ddltmnal questions about the_pute@;ﬁech of dust and fossil fuels release to the
EAVIror and water from industrial activities including terrestrial and marine ore
] dition, the fish 'I'uar'nire' in Qurlugtu were older than the fish harvested in
Jespi the&isame mesh size for nets. Should we assumed that
ts level in this lake? Or is Qurlugtu simply a
Lsta older ones? In any case, there is a need for more
idiftiading the ore shipping season (in summer,)
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As for tf% 5.e-als uur Iah alyses will Euon rew.gl t}be n'ulzr{r.!r'g.ur and other traces
wh:ch can be ¢ Elmrated in meat and liver as reported in.other regions of the Arctic.
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